Argo Discussion Questions 11/8/2014

[bookmark: _GoBack]1. Given the fact that the audience will take away from this film a vivid impression of the 1979-1981 Iran hostage crisis, do you think that, on the whole, this film improves the viewer's understanding of the important historical events as they actually occurred? Justify your conclusion.

2. Historical fiction is still fiction and uses the techniques of fiction. What elements in the film create the suspense that keeps viewers on edge even though they know the outcome of the story?

3.Who was the primary audience for the Argo cover used in this exfiltration? Why did the CIA go into such depth as creating a fake production company, manning offices in Hollywood, having the Canadians create fake identities for the houseguests? (Hint: The primary audience wasn't the Iranians at the airport or anywhere else.)

4. Describe some of the risks and benefits of engineering regime change in other countries.

5. Who acted more heroically, the Taylors or Antonio Mendez?

6. The voice-over at the beginning of the film, which outlines the nature of the U.S./Iran conflict, serves to provide background information for the story. In what way did this information influence your attitude toward both the revolutionaries and the diplomats?
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